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PUBLIC GUIDE TO OBTAINING POLICE VIDEO RECORDINGS

North Carolina General Statute 132-1.4A governs certain recordings made by law
enforcement and establishes procedures for disclosure or release of the recordings.
Concord Police Department is providing this informational guide to help explain the
statute, and the required procedures in an effort to assist the public and remain as
transparent as possible.

The following are several definitions that will help in understanding the statute:
DISCLOSE OR DISCLOSURE GENERAL - To make a recording available for viewing or

listening to by the person requesting disclosure, at a time and location chosen by the
Chief of Police.

DISCLOSURE IMMEDIATE- A person requesting disclosure of a law enforcement
recording that depicts a death or serious bodily injury.

SERIOUS BOODILY INJURY- A serious bodily injury is defined as a bodily injury that
creates a substantial risk of death, or that causes serious permanent disfigurement,
coma, a permanent or protracted condition that causes extreme pain, or permanent
or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any bodily member or organ, or
that results in prolonged hospitalization.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE - A parent, court-appointed guardian, spouse, or
attorney of a person whose image or voice is in the recording. If a person whose image
or voice is in the recording is deceased, the term also means the personal
representative of the estate of the deceased person; the deceased person's surviving
spouse, parent, or adult child; the deceased person's attorney; or the parent or
guardian of a surviving minor child of the deceased.

RECORDING - A visual, audio, or visual and audio recording captured by a body worn
camera, a dashboard camera, or any other video or audio recording device operated
by or on behalf of Concord Police Department. This term does not include any video
or audio recordings of interviews regarding agency internal investigations or interviews
or interrogations of suspects or witnesses.

RELEASE - To provide a copy of a recording to a requesting party.

The statute gives two options to the requestor, disclosure or release. The statute also
explains that the Concord Police Department may only disclose or release as provided
by North Carolina General Statute 132-1.4A. A person requesting disclosure of a
recording must make a written request to the Chief of Police that states the date and
approximate time of the activity captured in the recording, or otherwise reasonably
identifies the recording to which the request refers.
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Concord Police Department has provided the Request for Video Recordings Form to
ensure all required information is included. The statute also requires that when
disclosing a recording the Concord Police Department may only disclose those portions
of the recording that are relevant to the person's request.

A person who receives disclosure may not record or copy the recording.

Disclosure-General

The Chief of Police, by statute, may only disclose a recording to the following people:

1. A person whose image or voice is in the recording.

2. A personal representative of an adult person whose image or voice is in the
recording, if the adult person has consented to the disclosure. Written consent
must be included with the Request for Video Recordings Form.

3. A personal representative of a minor or of an adult person under lawful
guardianship whose image or voice is in the recording.

4. A personal representative of a deceased person whose image or voice is in the
recording.

5. A personal representative of an adult person who is incapacitated and unable
to provide consent to disclosure.

Once the Request for Video Recordings Form is received by the Chief of Police, as
promptly as possible, the Chief of Police may either disclose the portion of the
recording relevant to the person's request or notify the requestor of the decision not
to disclose the recording to the requestor. The Chief of Police may consider any of the
following factors in determining if a recording is disclosed:

1. If the person requesting disclosure of the recording is a person authorized to
receive disclosure.

2. If the recording contains information that is otherwise confidential or exempt
from disclosure or release under state or federal law.

3. If disclosure would reveal information regarding a person that is of a highly
sensitive personal nature.

4. If disclosure may harm the reputation or jeopardize the safety of a person.

5. If disclosure would create a serious threat to the fair, impartial, and orderly
administration of justice.

6. If confidentiality is necessary to protect either an active or inactive internal or
criminal investigation or potential internal or criminal investigation.

If the Chief of Police denies disclosure, or does not provide disclosure more than three
business days after the request for disclosure, another option is available. The
requestor may ask the superior court for a review of the denial of disclosure.
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By statute, if a person is requesting release of a recording, a court order signed by a
superior court judge is required. A requestor may petition the superior court for an
order releasing the recording to a person authorized to receive release. See attached
AOC Form CV 270 at https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/petition-for-
release-of-custodial-law-enforcement-agency-recording.

For detailed information please refer to North Carolina General Statute 132-1.4A.

Effective 12/2/2021 Procedure for immediate disclosure related to a death or serious
bodily injury.

1. A person requesting disclosure of a law enforcement recording that depicts a
death or serious bodily injury must submit a signed and notarized AOC form
provided by the custodial law enforcement agency. See attached AOC Form CV
275 at Request to Law Enforcement Agency to Disclose Recording of Death or
Serious Bodily Injury.

2. The form can be submitted to the Concord Police Department as follows: Once
the form is completed in its entirety you may drop it at the Concord Police
Department. You may also email the form to the Police Video Technician at
lordj@concordnc.gov or you may mail the form by USPS to: Concord Police
Department, Attn: Police Video Technician, 41 Cabarrus Avenue West, Concord,
North Carolina 28025.

3. No later than three (3) business days from the Concord Police Department’s
receipt of the form, the Concord Police Department is required to file a petition
in Superior Court for issuance of a court order regarding disclosure of the
requested recording.

4. The Concord Police Department is also required to deliver a copy of the petition
and the recording(s) to the senior resident superior court judge.

5. The Court will conduct an in-camera review and will enter an Order within seven
(7) business days of the filing of the petition with specific instructions,
conditions or restrictions.

NOTE
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1. What is the difference between disclosure and release?
Disclosure may allow the requester to view and listen to the recording at a time
and location chosen by the Chief of Police. The Chief of Police determines if a
requester is allowed to view and/or listen to the recording.
Release may provide a copy of the recording to the requestor. Release requires
a court order signed by a Superior Court Judge. Under North
Carolina State law the Chief of Police has no authority to release a recording.
2. Will I be able to view and/or listen to the entire recording?
A person who receives disclosure may only view and/or listen to the section(s)
that contain the relevant image and/or voice.
3. May I record or copy the recording if I am approved to view and/or listen to the

recording?

By law, a person who receives disclosure shall not record or copy the recording.

4. Who may request to view and/or listen to a recording?
A person whose image or voice is in the recording.

A personal representative of an adult person whose image or voice is in the
recording, if the adult person has consented to the disclosure.

A personal representative of a minor or of an adult person under lawful
guardianship whose image or voice is in the recording.

A personal representative of a deceased person whose image or voice is in the
recording.

A personal representative of an adult person who is incapacitated and unable
to provide consent to disclosure.
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